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In the year 705, but whether by the hand of an
assassin or by natural death remains uncertain.1

In the magnificence of his building operations
he probably excelled all the kings who preceded
him. Certainly no ruins of a former age yet found
approach the magnificence of the great palaces
which he built in the city which bore his name.
In all other works he is naturally brought into
comparison and contrast with Tiglathpileser III.
Like him, he was great in the planning and or-
ganization of great campaigns, and probably ex-
celled in the patience and slow moving on the
outworks and allies of an enemy's country before
making the final attack. He was also greater in
the successful carrying out of great buttles and
sieges. For there is nothing in the campaigns of
Tiglathpileser which equals the taking of Bit-
Yakin. As an administrator over the destinies of
diverse peoples he is in every way worthy of liw
predecessor. In the carrying out of the plan of
colonization and deportation he far exceeded the
limits which marked the labors of Tiglathpileser.
But it must be said that in originality of idea and
of plan he was far behind Tiglathpileser. It was
he and not Sargoii who invented this method of
dealing with turbulent populations. Sargon was
'only building on the foundations laid by another,
and it is easy to show in many cases that he is
the imitator and not the originator. Nevertheless,
there should be no minishing of his fame as a

1II H. 69, d. 10.   See Wineklor, KtolwImfttGde Swgotf^ i, p. adv.
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